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It’s been a year since I 
last communicated with 
you through The Colum-
bine.  Let me tell you, 
2016 was NOT my year!  
After a myriad of health 
problems and work prob-
lems, I finally feel that I 
am grounded again in 
2017.  Not that I stopped 
doing things, but had to 
slow things down, for my 
own sake. 

 

So here we are in a new 
year and I can’t be more 
excited!  We gave out 
our first scholarship to a 
very deserving student 
from the Christian Stud-
ies and Global Citizen-
ship undergraduate pro-
gram in February of last 
year.  Read the article 
on page 2 how that all 
came to be and meet 
our recipient, Sydney 
Marshall. 

 

We had embarked on a 
program called “Toonies 
for Trees” which encour-
aged women’s groups 
and congregations to do 
some ‘creative’ fundrais-
ing for one of the Refor-
mation Challenges put 

forth by the ELCIC – 
planting 500,000 trees 
by the end of 2017.  I 
hope you have been 
working on this, but if 
you have not, we still 
have plenty of time to do 
so.  A poster for your 
congregation/women’s 
group is included as well 
as a remittance form.  If 
you have already sent 
your monies in, a big 
thank you!  If you have 
done some tree planting 
in your own congrega-
tional neighborhoods on 
your own, this should be 
recorded as well.  You 
can use the remittance 
form for that purpose. 

 

This year, as you know, 
is a retreat year and 
have we got a good one 
for you!  H.U.G.S – 
Helping Us Grow Spiritu-
ally, will be held on May 
26th to May 28th at the 
Kempenfelt Conference 
Centre in Innisfil (near 
Barrie) Ontario.  The re-
treat site is a great one – 
perfect for our theme 
with lots of space for 
outdoor and indoor activ-
ities.  We have two ex-

cellent Keynote Speak-
ers this time in Ruth 
Smith Meyer and Brenda 
Byers.  Our Chaplain is 
Rev. Anne Anderson, a 
dynamic young pastor.  
A brochure, poster and 
registration form is in-
cluded with the Colum-
bine.  If you cannot go 
yourself, please post the 
information in your con-
gregation or send it 
along to other women in 
your congregation that 
might be interested.  
Note that early bird reg-
istration must be re-
ceived by March 15th or 
the price goes up! 

 

I look forward to seeing 
a lot of you at HUGS this 
year.  If you have not 
been at one of our re-
treats – talk to someone 
who has.  Or, take my 
word for it – you will not 
disappointed if you do!   

 

Take care, and God 
Bless. 

 

Cathy Calvin, Director, 
Women’s Ministry 
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On February 5th, 2016, 
I was pleased to pre-
sent an award, that 
three years ago, was 
but a thought for sever-
al women from KW.  
For a while, I really 
thought this day would 
never come. 
 

As most of you are 
aware, we applied for a 
grant from the Women 
of Faith Fund, in order 
to start a scholarship at 
the Seminary. The 
Women of Faith Fund 
was created from the residual 
amount remaining upon the dissolu-
tion of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Women Inc. or ELW in 2011.  The 
ELCIC Women of Faith Fund pro-
vides annual grants that encourage 
and facilitate the Christ-centered 
ministry of women within the ELCIC 
and in Mission for Others. 
 

A group was formed with several 
other women from the former K-W 
Conference, namely, Kay Wentzell, 
Pauline Deunch-Miller, Mildred 
Knackstedt, Ruby Jansen and Linda 
Mittleholtz. Essentially, they wanted 
to apply for grant monies to begin a 
scholarship fund for deserving fe-
male students at the seminary, 
something that I agreed whole-

heartedly was a wonderful thing to 
do.  We chose to honor female stu-
dents enrolled in the Christian Stud-
ies and Global Citizenship Program 
with the scholarship award. 
 

I submitted the application for the 
grant on behalf the women, and was 
pleased to receive notice on May 

31, 2013, that we were indeed 
awarded a grant – not all that we 
asked for, but a significant amount.  
This amount was forwarded to the 
Seminary who has invested the 
money and from which any invest-
ment income would be awarded as 
a scholarship on an annual basis.   
 

Thus the Women of Faith Scholar-
ship was born.   There was still a lot 
of work to do, however, before we 
could award the first scholarship, 
and with the help of Jeff Pym, and 
Shwetha from the Seminary, Terms 
of Reference were established for 
the fund.  We ran into some ‘snags’ 
however, and it has taken some 
time to iron things out with the 
Women of Faith fund Committee in 
Winnipeg, but essentially, we need-
ed to raise at least and additional 
$8,000.00 before we could ever 
think to start earning enough inter-
est to award the first scholarship.   
 

Fortunately, due to the help of many 
Women’s Groups across the Synod, 
a fundraising concert with Inshallah 

at the last Women’s event in 
2015, as well as individuals 
who really believed in this 
scholarship, the additional 
money was raised and then 
some.  We still encourage 
women’s groups to remember 
to support the fund in any way 
they can. 
 

Which brings me to February 
5th, and the honour bestowed 
upon me.  First, I like to for-
mally thank the Women of 
Faith Scholarship committee 
who put this together, Kay, 
Pauline, Mildred, Ruby and 

Linda, some of whom are here to-
day, for their hard work and dedica-
tion to establishing the fund.  I 
would be remiss in not formally 
thanking Jeff Pym who represented 
our committee in the discussions 
between the seminary and Women 
of Faith Fund at the National Office.  
We could not have come this far 
without him.  And lastly, I would like 
to congratulate our first scholarship 
recipient, Sydney Marshall, a fourth-

year student who is completing a 
double major in Christian Studies 
and Global Citizenship and in Span-
ish .  From what I have been told 
and what I have seen, the scholar-
ship committee made a very wise 
and deserving choice.     
 

And God willing, we will all be here 
in 2017 to honor another such de-
serving student (or two). 
 

Remarks by Cathy Calvin from the Women of 
Faith Scholarship Luncheon, February 5, 2016. 
 

Pictured above from the left:  (Back) Dr. Alan Jorgenson, Jeff Pym, 
Dr. Mark Harris 

(Front) Linda Mittleholtz, Cathy Calvin, Sydney Marshall, Mildred 
Knackstedt, Ruby Jansen and Kay Wentzell,  (Missing: Pauline 
Deunch-Miller). 

Women of  Faith Fund Scholarship—Our First 
Recipient! 
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Reformation Challenge  - Toonies For Trees! 

lection box in your congregation 

to collect toonies in support of 

the goal of 500,000 trees. You 

can bring the gathered toonies to 

our Eastern Synod Women’s 

Gathering in 2017 (see date and 

details elsewhere in this issue of 

Columbine). We will make sure 

they are presented to the ELCIC 

National Convention on behalf of 

the participating congregations 

Or alternatively, there is a remit-

tance form attached to this news-

letter that you can send into Syn-

A reminder to all  Women of 

the Eastern Synod: Get on 

board with the Reformation 

Challenge by sponsoring a 

“Toonies for Trees” collection 

in your congregation. 

 

The ELCIC has committed to lift-

ing up the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation by issuing a 

Reformation Challenge to our 

congregations. We know our 

women love a challenge, so we 

are inviting you to set up a col-

od office with your cheque.  

Be sure to select where you 

want your money to be applied 

to on the form.  Please use this 

form no matter what manner 

you choose to remit the mon-

ies. 

More information about the 

Challenge can be found at: 

elcic.ca/ReformationChallenge/

default.cfm. 
 

We Challenge You! 
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Women’s Auxiliary of  Waterloo Lutheran Seminary 

Save the date!   The 2017 meeting of the 

Women’s Auxiliary of Waterloo Lutheran Seminary 

will be taking place on Saturday, October 21st  at St. 

John’s Lutheran Church, 22 Willow Street, Waterloo, 

ON.  Information on the time, theme and speaker will 

be coming your way shortly, but please mark the 

date on your calendars so that there are no conflicts 

with other meetings. 

This past fall, the Seminary Auxiliary held a most 

successful meeting.  More than 50 women gathered 

at St. John's Lutheran Church in Waterloo for 

their annual meeting  on Saturday, Oct. 1st. Mark 

Harris, principal-dean, delivered an update on the 

latest seminary projects; John Milloy, assistant pro-

fessor of public ethics and co-director of 

the seminary's Centre for Public Ethics, delivered the 

keynote address. 

First-year divinity students Leanne Darlington and 

Brooklynn Lane introduced themselves to the as-

sembly; and auxiliary members heard reports and re-

elected executive board members.  After lunch,  

workshops were conducted by  Seminary 
faculty, staff and students. 



Meetings this Spring 

Lutheran Women of Faith-KW Spring 

Event 

Saturday, April 22nd  9:30 am 

St. Philips & Maranatha Lutheran Church 

Kitchener 
 

Georgian Bay and Area Spring Event 

Saturday, April 22nd 9:30 am 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Hanover 
 

Northern Area Ministry Event 

Saturday, May 13th (tent.) 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Sudbury 

Send your Columbine submissions to the Editor: 
 

Cathy Calvin, Director of Women’s Ministry 

46 Organ Crescent 

Hamilton, ON  L8T 1Y6 

Visit our Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/

eswomens.ministry 

In the happy moments— praise Him. 

In the difficult moments—seek Him. 

In the prayerful moments—ask Him. 

In the decision moments—follow Him. 

In the quiet moments— see Him. 

In the lonely moments—know Him. 

In the listening moments—hear Him. 

In the unsure moments—believe Him. 

In the active moments—serve Him. 

In the waiting moments—trust Him. 

In the hurting moments—touch Him. 

In the lovely moments—adore Him. 

For in all your moments, He is there 

in goodness, in kindness, in love. 

The Last Word           Moments  by Roy Lessin 

Phone: 905-387-6328 

Email: dccalvin1980@gmail.com 

Deadline for Fall Edition is August 31, 2017 

Eastern Synod Women’s 
Ministry 


