Spring is here—Take time to savor it!
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There is still a nip in the air, but there are many signs of Spring all around us.
As the sun streams through my window, I can hear the birds chirping and see
them flying around and making nests under my eaves (again!); feel a gentle,
ever warming breeze blowing, and see a few brave crocuses peeking their
heads through the thawing earth. All this reminds me also that I still have a lot
of work to do in the next coming weeks—Easter dinner to plan and prepare,
taxes to prepare (yuck!), yard work to do, spring cleaning and windows to wash
(sigh…). While it will all get done, it seems a little overwhelming at first. I am
sure you have felt the same way.
What I sometimes forget to do is to stop and just savor the moment—when I
see those birds flying around, hear the chirping in the morning, and discover
things already growing in the garden. Those little moments, those little things
can bring such joy into our very busy lives.
Speaking of joy, I am happy to report that our women’s retreat “Joy in the
Journey” to be held May 24-26 in Niagara-on-the-Lake has sold out. We still
have room for any day visitors only who might want to join us. You can
send in your registration form and payment, which can be found on the website www.eswomensministry.com. We must receive any day registrations by
May 1st.
There a several areas which are having spring meetings this month and the information is contained in the Columbine. If you are in these areas, take the
time to attend one of them, you are sure to be enriched by the programs offered.
In the meantime, I want to wish all of you a blessed Easter season. Take the
time to savor all that God has given us. Find your joy in the small things.
Blessings,
Cathy Calvin, Director Women’s Ministry Eastern Synod
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A Letter from Kathryn Smith and
ELFEC

Hi. I’m Kathryn Smith – a member of All Saints Lutheran Anglican Church in Guelph. I have been involved on various committees of the Eastern Synod and the ELCIC. My life has revolved around the church, so it very natural for
me to take on the Lutheran Planned Giving role as Giving Advisor where I assist people in making planned gifts to the
church.
The vision of ELFEC states: We believe that generosity grows at the crossroad of faith and finance. Our
mission is growing generosity among the members, supporters, congregations and institutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
Why would people want to leave a gift to the church?
Why do people wish to leave money to the Cancer Society or Heart and Stroke Foundation? Because they have found
these organizations helpful to them and their family throughout their lifetime, and they want to make sure that these
organizations have the financial stability to continue helping others.
How much more for the church. For many, the church has been a constant companion throughout their life. During
times of great joy and of deep sorrow, through the everyday events, Sunday School, Confirmation, weddings and funerals, God has been a constant for them, and people want to ensure that the church is there for future generations.
How do I find out more information?
There are a number of ways to find out more information about leaving an immediate or planned gift to the church.
Your Women’s Ministry gatherings provide a perfect opportunity to learn more, and I would be pleased to discuss
these or any other ideas you may have, and then to come out and meet your group.
Shorter education sessions which will be informative and provide lots of time for questions and answers
Retreats or conference meetings where the topic can be around responding to God’s love and gifts
Ministry Area gatherings
There is an opportunity for women to more fully support the ministries of the church – including gifts to their own
congregation, for the Women’s Ministry of the Eastern Synod and/or for the Women of Faith Fund (ELCIC), to
name a few. Feel free to call me to find out more information. I would love to talk with you and find out what in the
church inspires you.
Kathryn Smith | Giving Advisor | ksmith@elfec.ca
1-888-308-9461 Ext. 2 | 519-831-3427

Women’s Auxiliary of Waterloo Lutheran Seminary

October 19, 2018 was a historic Women's Auxiliary meeting
at Martin Luther University College. About 50 members
gathered for their annual general meeting and voted to
change the group's name to The Auxiliary of Martin Luther
University College.
Yes, folks...the auxiliary is not just for women any more!
Although some men have played supporting roles over the
years (most recently, the husbands of board members), the
school's steadfast support group is going to be fully open to
all.
The auxiliary has long donated quilts for MDiv students;
funded some off-site programs; toiled in the school's flower
beds and decorated the foyer at Christmastime.
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May you give your hope room to breathe and
expand.
May your anticipated dreams find a voice and a
home in your life.
May hope move freely through your heart, gifting your spirit with enthusiasm and joy.
May you walk through spring storms with a
strong sense of purpose, undaunted by fear.
May you never lose confidence in your ability to
grow.
May your hope stream outward to the world,
dancing in the far realms like a feather floating
in an April breeze, bringing joy to all who need
it.
From “The Heart’s Journey Through the Seasons: The Circle of Life” by Joyce Rupp

